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EOMEMAKSRS 1  CEAT  l/ednesday ,  January  8,  1941 

(FOE  BEOADCAST  USB  ONLY) 

Subject:     "Clinic  for  Living  Eooms."    Information  from  the  Farm  Security 
Administration.    U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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There's  a  knock  at  the  door   and  you  oven  it  

"Oh,  come  in,  Mrs.  Brown    Yes,  you're  the  first  one  hut  the  others 

will  he  along  soon  Let  me  take  your  coat." 

Mrs.  Brown  sits  do--Tn  and  pretty  soon  Mrs.  Hill  comes    then  Mrs.  Allen, 

then  Mrs.  Jones   Mrs.  Miller,  Mrs.  Cook,  Mrs.  Lee  and  Mrs.  Wilson. 

'Looks  like  a  party,  doesn't  it?    But  it  isn't.     It's  a  "clinic  for  a  living  room." 

The  Farm  Security  Administration  reports  that  its  "borrowers  are  using  this 
idea  of  calling  in  the  neighbors  when  they  want  to  fi:c  up  a  living  room.  They 
diagnose  each  other's  living  room  needs  and  make  a  prescription. 

Mrs.  Brown  leads  off  by  suggesting  a  davenport  of  some  kind.    Just  as  some 
other  neighbor  starts  to  say  that  davenports  cost  money,  Mrs.  Brown  says  you  can 
make  one  —  and  tells  how  to  do  it.     She  tells  how  she  took  the  cushions  from  an 
automobile  and  put  them  end  to  end  on  a  long  low  framework.     She  made  the  framework 
herself  from  lumber  scraps.     She  used  the  seat  backs  for  backs  for  the  davenport. 
Of  course,  she  mended  the  upholstery  wherever  it  vas  worn  and,  finally,  covered  the 
whole  thing  with  burlap.     To  get  the  burlap,  she  ripped  up  old  feed  hags  and  washed 
them  in  strong  alkali  to  take  out  the  printing.     "'/hen  she  finished,  she  pulled 
colored  yarns  through  them  to  decorate  them. 

Then  Mrs.  Cook  tells  how  she  made  a  coffee  table.     She  says  it's  easy   

She  took  a  smooth  flat  board  the  right  size  for  the  top,  rounded  off  the  edges,  and 
planed  -and  sandpapered  it  until  it  was  smooth.     The  she  took  four  narrow  strips  the 


right  height  for  legs,  fastened  them  together  crisscross  in  pairs,  and  nailed  a 
pair  to  each  end  of  the  tahle  top.    Put  a  little  cross-piece  of  wood  between  the 
le-'s  to  connect  them  at  the  intersection  points.,...  and  got  out  the  varnish. 

How  Mrs .  Miller  speaks  up  -  "How  about  an  end  tahle?"  she  asks,  "instead  of 
a  coffee  tahle?    You  could  make  one  for  each  end  of  the  davenport.     Take  a  couple 
of  orange  crates  -  the  oblong  kind  with  partitions  in  the  middle  like  you  see  in 
grocery  stores  -  and  turn  them  up  endwise  with  the  open  part  toward  you.    Paper   .  j 
.^feaairrwithrwallpaper.  .  Don't  use  paint  because  the  wood  absorbs  too  much.  Use 
ceiling,  paper  instead  of  side  paper  because  ceiling  paper  has  a  smaller  figure 
and. looks  neater." 

t,0rJI  y  she  adds,  "you  might  take  pages  from  a  wallpaper  sample  book  and  cut 
them  up  in  odd  shapes  and  sizes  to  paste  on  the  boz.     Shellac  over  them  and  you 

get  an  interesting,  odd  effect   These  tables  are  useful  too.    You  can  use  the  - 

top  shelves  for  flowers  or  books,  the  middle  shelves  for  books  or  magazines,  and 
the  bottom  shelves  for  the  children's  toys." 

How  it's  Mrs.  Allen's  turn.  She  says  if  she  were  doing  it,  she'd  make  an 
end  table  for  each  side  of  the  window  instead  of  for  the  davenport.     She'd  cut 
another  orange  crate  in  tw0  and  put  half  of  it  at  the  outer  side  of  each  tall 
crate.    This-  would  make  them  look  like  stairsteps  and  would  give  more  room  to  put 
things. 

"  Mrs.  Lee' interrupts  and  says  it  would  be  a  .good  idea  to  make  a  iri.ndow  seat 
under  the  window  between  the  end  tables.    She  says  you  could  even  make  a  windo\ir 
chest,  with  a  seat  that  raises  and  lowers-  -  to  store  your  quilts  and  linens  in. 

Mrs.  J0nes,  who  h^-s  been  quiet  until  now,  suggests  you  streamline  your 
old-fashioned  parlor  chairs.     lJust  t>ad  the  hard  wooden  seats  and  backs,  and  cover 
them  with  burlap  to  match  the  davenport. 
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She  also  says  we  should,  make  a  footstool  or  two  for  the  room.     Talce  an 
old  wide  picture  frame  -  maybe  the  oval  kind  that  use  to  frame  Aunt  Lucy  or 
Uncle  Harry,  and  make  legs  for  it  from  doorstops.    The  door  stops  to  use  are  the 
kind  nailed  to  baseboards  to  keep  doors  from  slamming  against  the  wall.     Then  put 
a.  thin  hut  strong  hoard  across  the  top  and  upholster  it.     If  you  don't  have  a 
picture  frame  or  door  stops,  you  can  talce  any  small  flat  hoard  and  fasten  big  spools 
end  to  end  to  it  for  legs.     This  can  be  upholstered  too. 

Mrs.  Wilson  gives  the  room  "the  once-over11  and  says  we  need  a  writing  desk. 
She  thinks  ive  can  make  one  like  a  wall  cabinet.    Make  it  about  18  inches  high,  24 
inches  wide,  and  8  inches  deep.    Put  a  midule  shelf  in  it  for  ink,  pencils,  and. 
paper.     Then  make  a  big  door  for  the  front  that  will  let  down  and  make  a  writing 
surface.    Put  a  couple  of  little  chains  on  it  to  hold  it  in  place  when  it's  down. 
Mrs.  Wilson  figares  the  only  expense  would  be  15  cents  for  chains  and  hinges  and  a 
dime  for  paint . 

Mrs.  Hill  comes  in  for  the  last  word.     She  says,  "Don't  ever  throw  away 
wood  scraps.    Use  them  to  make  corner  shelves,  book  ends,  tie  racks,  knickknacks , 
and  even  toys  for  the  youngsters." 


Well,  that  is  just  a  sanrple  -  We'd  like  to  hear  these  women  talk  about 
curtains  from  flour  sacks  and  hocked  rugs  from  old  silk  stockings,  but  I  guess 
we'll  have  to  hold  another  clinic  some  other  time  -  maybe  on  one  of  the  other 
rooms  in  the  house. 
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